
Higley High School 

Anatomy and Physiology Syllabus 

2019-2020 

 
Instructor Information: 

Ms. Anne McCarthy 

Email: anne.mccarthy@husd.org 

Phone: (480) 279-7414 

Office Hours: Monday 2:15 PM; Friday 2:15 PM 

 

Course Description: 

Anatomy and Physiology is a laboratory-based course enabling students to recognize 

the relationship between body structures and functions. Through laboratory activities, 

projects, dissections, models, diagrams, and clinical studies, students will learn how 

their choices affect the way their body functions. The focus of this course is the 

relationship of the body systems and the overall health of the body. Students will be 

challenged to consider how exercise, nutrition, drug use, skin care and disease can 

affect a person’s life.  

 

Educational Philosophy: 

In my classroom, students are encouraged to have positive attitudes while learning and 

be respectful of others. Our anatomy and physiology classroom utilizes an engaging 

variety of instructional methods to ensure that every learner has the opportunity to 

excel. 

 

Required Course Materials: 

Two 100-page spiral notebooks, one for each semester  

Must have a plastic cover and be 3-hole punched 

Glue stick or tape (recommended: Glue Tape) 

Students must bring an adhesive every day 

4 different colored pens or Pencils  

1 Black White Board Marker (please no red markers) 

 

Assessments: 

Grades are calculated on a percentage basis. The value of each individual assignment 

varies. Students earn a grade based on the quality and accuracy of the work they 

complete.   

 60% - Assessments 

 20% - Practice 

 20% - Semester Final 
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Letter Grade    Percentage 

A     90.00-100.00 

B     80.00-89.99 

C     70.00-79.99 

D     60.00-69.00 

F     Below 60.00 

 

 

Homework: 

Homework assignments are completed both online in the Anatomy notebook and on 

paper handouts. If a computer or tablet is unavailable at home, school computers are 

available afterschool for online homework. Homework must have your name, the class 

name/period, and date to be accepted. If you feel that you did no receive the grade you 

deserve, please feel free to come see me. I have no problem reallocating points for a 

problem that was correct but marked incorrect.  

 

Late Work Policies: 

Students will receive reduced credit and cannot turn them in after a week past the due 

date. Homework is late any time after it is due.  The only homework accepted late and 

not deducted are those from excused absences.  

 

Time Late    Percentage Deducted 

1 minute-24 hours   10% 

25 hours-48 hours   20% 

49 hours-72 hours   30% 

73 hours-96 hours   40% 

97 hours-120 hours   50% 

121 hours +    Not Accepted 

 

Restroom Passes: 

I encourage students to use the passing period to get water and take care of their 

needs. Students will be allowed 3 passes to get water or use the restroom per quarter. 

To use the restroom, students will present their notebook punch card and sign in and 

out on the class sheet. If a student has medical needs that require a more frequent 

usage of the restroom, please contact me. Students are always welcome to bring a 

water bottle to class.  

 

Discipline Policy: 

In the instance a student chooses a behavior that serves to disrupt, distract or 

disrespect the learning environment of the class as a whole, the teacher will take the 

following steps: 



• Step one:  Teacher will connect individually with student to discuss behavior 

choices and the impact those choices have on the classroom environment and 

student success.  

• Step two:  Teacher will connect with student and contact parent regarding 

behavior choices.  Parents will also be notified of the next steps if poor behavior 

choices continue. 

• Step three:  Teacher will assign ASD and contact parent regarding continued 

behaviors. 

• Step four:  Referral to grade level administrator. Parent teacher conference 

scheduled and attended by student and administrator.  Topic to include a 

behavior plan and steps to success. 

 

Diversity:  

All individuals have a right to an educational environment free from bias, prejudice and 

bigotry.  As members of the Higley High School educational community, students are 

expected to refrain from participating in acts of harassment that are designed to 

demean another student’s race, gender, ethnicity, religious preference, disability or 

sexual orientation. 

 

Interactive Anatomy Notebook: 

Every student will create an interactive anatomy notebook (IAN) with guidance from the 

instructor. Students are required to bring this notebook to class every day, and take 

home to study and complete assignments. Notebooks are checked once every two 

weeks and students will receive a grade in the practice category.  

 

A & P Textbook: 

In class, we will use Hole's Essentials of Human Anatomy & Physiology as a reference 

tool. The textbook stays at school. Students should use their interactive anatomy 

notebook as their study guide for quizzes and target tests.  

 

Attendance and Late Work Policies: 

-All absences should be excused by parents/guardians within a specified time      

period of the absence as per district policy.   

-A student will receive one day per each day they were absent to make up an 

assignment.  

-Missed tests/quizzes need to be scheduled upon return to school; appointments 

must be made within 1 week of return to school.  This is the student’s 

responsibility.  

-Labs must be made up after school, by appointment, within 1 week, or they will 

be considered late; however, the teacher reserves the right to give an alternative 

lab assignment if necessary.  



-If the student has an excused absence, it is the students’ responsibility to 

retrieve the assignments, notes, etc. by checking with a peer or the location 

recommended by the teacher. 

- If the student was present when an assignment was given, but absent the day 

the assignment is turned in, the assignment will be due the day the student 

returns to school.   

-If a student was present when a long-term assignment was given, the due date 

stands even if a student is absent during the duration of the assignment. 

-If an assignment is due on OneNote, it is due at that time even if the student is 

absent that day.   

-No credit will be given for all assignments missed on the day of an unexcused 

absence.  

 

Attendance: 

The difference between an excused absence and an unexcused absence is parents 

have followed procedures to excuse a student by calling the attendance line. However, 

the accumulation of excused and unexcused occurrences will result in potential 

consequences. ALL absences accrue towards the limit of 10 per semester. Higley 

Unified School District has implemented a limit of ten absences per semester. If the 

student acquires ten or more absences during a semester, the student will lose credit in 

those classes. To earn credit while auditing a class, the student must submit an appeal 

to administration, attend all classes after the appeal is presented, and pass the 

semester final exam with a minimum of 75%. Subsequent appeals can be appealed to 

the School Board. 

 

Attendance Policy 

A student will be considered absent from class if they enter the classroom more than 

ten minutes after the designated start time.  If the student has a valid reason to be late 

to class it will be an excused absence. The absence will be considered unexcused if the 

student is late without being excused by the school administration or the parent signing 

in the child late.  If you would like to receive attendance updates throughout the day, 

you have the option to sign up in ParentVUE. 

 

 

A Note to Parents/Guardians: 

  

Please read the course syllabus with your student. I welcome you to contact me at any 

time regarding any concerns about your student’s progress in my class. The best way to 

contact me is through my email, anne.mccarthy@husd.org 

Thank you for your support and I look forward to an amazing year with you student! 
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Student Parent Acknowledgment 

We the undersigned have read, understand, and will abide by the syllabus for Ms. 
McCarthy’s Anatomy and Physiology. 

Student Signature__________________________________Parent 
Signature______________________________________ 

Parent eMail________________________________________________________ 
Parent Phone _______________________ 

Preferred communication is by eMail.  Best time to contact by phone when 
necessary______________________ 

**This copy will be kept by teacher.   

 

 

 

 


